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 President’s 
Notes 

ANOTHER YEAR’S GREETING 

I wish to welcome you to another 
exciting year with Unit 90 and encourage you to become 
involved with our various programs and activities. Our first 
opportunity this year is to attend our Area Conference. 
Members from other local units gather in Huntley to listen and 
discuss issues and benefits of IRTA membership. Unit 90 will 
provide all expenses for registration and lunch to attend as a 
member of our delegation. For more information, or to sign 
up contact me at kaplanbob55@gmail.com. 

This year our Area Conference will be held at Pinecrest Golf 
Club in Huntley, Illinois. We look forward to seeing you at all of 
our Unit 90 events! 

Of course, you are always invited to join us on the first 
Wednesday of every month (except no meeting in July and 
December) for our executive board meetings at the Arlington 
Heights Senior Center in Room 172 starting at 10 a.m. 
Thanks for being a member of Unit 90 and the Illinois Retired 
Teachers Association. 

JUNE LUNCHEON 
Make your plans now to attend the June Luncheon on Wednesday, 
June 14th, 2017 at the Inverness Golf Club. Time to reconnect and 
celebrate the upcoming summer with many other Unit 90 members.  
We’ll say good-bye to Bob Lyons, who is “retiring” from the TRS 
board after another delicious lunch prepared by the Chef at 
Inverness Golf Club.  Please save the date and look for a sign-up 
flyer in our next newsletter.
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A Message From IRTA 
President David Davison 

Beginning in 2017, the IRTA 
Foundation Program, 
Excellence in Education 
Grants for Active Teachers, 
becomes a statewide 
program each year, 

eliminating the current rotating process 
for the program in which grant 
opportunities were only available every 
three years. The money available for this 
Foundation Program increases from 
$15,000 per year to $36,500 per year. The 
IRTA Foundation Board of Directors 
established this change at its recent 
October Board of Directors Meeting. This 
change will get information about the 
IRTA into every school attendance center 
in the state yearly. That should make 
active teachers more aware of IRTA and 
ultimately help increase our membership. 

Money for this program, along with the 
other two programs sponsored by the 
Foundation, comes from member 
donations and not IRTA member dues. 
The primary source of these donations 
comes from the profits of the Foundation 
Label Campaign, which once again this 
year set a record for donations 
amounting to around $10,000 more than 
any other year. Our profit this year will 
exceed $168,000, which we have already 
reached by the end of October. Thanks 
are in store to all IRTA members who are 
so generous in their giving to the 
Foundation.
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Doris Haack’s Foundation Report

Just a reminder, the IRTA Foundation Scholarship information and application is 
available on the IRTA website under the Foundation Tab at www.irtaonline.org 

or on our Unit 90 website at: 
http://www.irta-unit90.org/scholarshipsgrants/2017scholarship.pdf 

Applications can also be requested from the IRTA state office by contacting 
Susan Goetz at 1-800-728-4782 or by email at susan@irtaonline.org 

The deadline for the Scholarship application is March 7, 2017 

STATE IRTA  End of Year Review

In 2016, IRTA continued to fight for the benefits of retired educators. 2016 started with the Governor announcing in his 
budget address his intent not to fund TRIP (Teachers Retirement Insurance Program). The State currently provides over 
$100 million to the $450 million program. During this time of fiscal uncertainty this announcement was quite 
concerning for the IRTA. Therefore, our lobbying team worked with legislators throughout the legislative session to 
ensure this attempt to defund TRIP was not successful.  

The 2016 fiscal year ended without the General Assembly and Governor agreeing on a state budget. Fiscal year 2017 
started with the General Assembly and Governor agreeing to a stop gap budget which provided funding for six 
months. This six-month plan allowed the state to continue functioning until the end of 2016.  As of January 1, 2017, the 
stopgap measure expired. At this time it does not look hopeful that the General Assembly and Governor will come to a 
resolution to solve the state’s fiscal problems anytime soon. 

The IRTA continues to work hard to make sure we have legislators serving in the General Assembly that will fight for the 
benefits you were promised. The IRTAPAC endorsed 44 candidates. Of those, 34 won their elections on November 8, 
2016. In addition to the candidates’ endorsement, the IRTAPAC provided over $80,000 in campaign contributions. The 
campaign contributions were made possible by IRTA member donations. The IRTAPAC committees’ goal for 
2016-2017 is to double the number of members who elect to deduct one dollar a month from their pension check for 
the PAC.  In January 2016 there were 3227 PAC deduct members and as of January 2017 we have 4668 members. We 
are well on our way to accomplishing our goal. 

The IRTA legislative and PAC efforts are only accomplished if we continue to grow as an organization.  

In February 2016, the IRTA hired Nathan Milhelich as our Membership/Marketing Director to help accomplish the IRTA 
Board of Directors’ goal of adding 4000 new members to the rolls by the end of 2017. In 2016 we added 2242 new 
members. This accomplishment was only achieved with the assistance of the hard working local units. 

Your association will continue to work hard on your behalf in 2017.
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Carolyn White’s Volunteer Report

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Several volunteers are needed for an intergenerational pen 
pal program.  Volunteers meet twice a month from 10:30 - 11:30 to engage in handwritten 
communication with elementary school students in one classroom.  You will exchange 
information and ideas with an assigned student based on their teacher’s classroom 
curriculum.  All correspondence is supervised by the classroom teacher and the Senior 
Corps RSVP Program Coordinator.  Refreshments and writing materials provided 

District #62’s Bilingual Parent Advisory Council is a group of Hispanic parents that meet to 
learn and become more involved with the U.S. schooling system.  Parents bring their 

children (K - 8) with them to get homework help while the Council is meeting.  Tutors are needed to help these 
children.  Knowledge of Spanish would be helpful but not required.  Spring dates are 3/9/17 and 4/21/17 from 6:00 - 
8:00 at 1375 South 5th Ave., Des Plaines. 

Background checks are required for both of the above. 

Help us brighten lives for area patients by providing a positive, rewarding experience for donors at community blood 
drives that are held at businesses and community groups. Responsibilities include: welcoming donors to the blood 
drive and managing the refreshment area as well as other duties. 

To volunteer for any of the above, contact RSVP at rsvp@handsonsuburbanchicago.org 

Gigi’s Playhouse is a Down Syndrome Achievement Center in Hoffman Estates that provides free programming to 
children and adults with Down syndrome.  They are looking for a Literacy Coordinator, which is about a 5 - 12 hour/
week commitment (and could be shared by two volunteers), responsible for the literacy tutoring program  They also 
need math and literacy tutors for 10 week sessions to work with a student once a week for 30 min. - 1 hour depending 
on the student’s age.  The spring session runs from April 3 - June 9; summer session June 19 - Aug. 25.  Volunteers 
must attend an orientation, which are held the 2nd Tues. of each month, observe a tutoring session, attend tutor 
training and attend the Tutor/Student meet and greet before beginning to work with their own student.  If interested, 
fill out the online registration form.  If you are  available for the training on March 14, either call or email Elizabeth 
Noreen so you will be registered for the training.  For further information, please contact Elizabeth Noreen at  
847-466-1972 or email her at enoreen@gigisplayhouse.org 

Upcoming Events 

2017 Drury Lane Theatre - Saturday Night Fever 
March 15 , 2017  (Sold Out) 

2017 Area 2 Conference - Pinecrest Golf Club, Huntley 
April 24 , 2017 

2017 June Luncheon - Inverness Golf Club 
June 14 , 2017 

More details at:  http://www.irta-unit90.org/events/
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Humor Anyone?
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Bobby Reinhardt’s Membership Report 
 

Unit 90  (Northwest Suburban) is one of the 93 Units of IRTA in the 
State of Illinois.  We are in Area 2, Region 3 

Currently we have 922 members in Unit 90 but only 789 of those are 
members of the State IRTA. 

We now also have a Unit 90 life membership available for $100 or for 
free if you’re 90 or older. 

We currently have 102 life members. 

Enjoying your 3% raise? Thanks to the IRTA 
suing the state of Illinois we still have our 
3%!  You can show your appreciation by 
renewing your membership in both the NW 
Suburban Unit 90 and the state IRTA. It 
would be helpful if you would talk it up and 
invite other retired teachers to join. There is power in numbers and the legislature/governor are not 
done with us. Even though the courts ruled in our favor, we're not safe yet! 

Bob Kaplan says:  “Last year the Unit 90 executive board changed our membership fee structure 
for dues. We made available lifetimes dues at the incredibly low price of $100.00. Unlike state 
license plates you will never again have to pay Unit 90 dues ever again.  We have over 163 
members who need to renew their memberships.  Please sign up for our lifetime Unit 90 
membership and never pay dues again!  Please contact Bobby Reinhardt 
( burgesscir@earthlink.net ) with any membership questions.”
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The State IRTA membership is 
separate.  You should join both! 

Membership forms can be found 
at: http://www.irta-unit90.org 

We still have 163 members whose 
membership expired in Dec 2016. 
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Previous Event:  Holiday Luncheon
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Previous Event:  Holiday Luncheon

7



Northwest Suburban IRTA Unit 90 
12 Country Oaks Ln. 
Barrington Hills, IL 60010-9620 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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